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Learning to write well allows pupils to share their ideas, communicate with others and learn from the wider 

curriculum. Ofsted Research Review Series 2022. 

Aims 

• To deliver a progressive writing curriculum from Reception to Year 6  

• To provide daily opportunities for children to develop transcription skills (spelling and handwriting)   

• To provide daily opportunities for children to develop composition skills (articulating ideas through 

the spoken word and in writing) 

• To ensure that every child becomes a motivated reader, writer and confident speaker by the time 

they leave school 

 

Overview 

At Christ Church school we want to make sure that all children are able to read and write fluently by the 

time they leave year 6, so that they can make progress at secondary school and beyond. 

Children’s journey to becoming writers begins with early mark making, drawing, labelling, telling stories 

and these essential pre-writing skills are nurtured and celebrated in the EYFS classroom, in order to 

prepare them for the National Curriculum in Years 1 to 6. 

Writing is described in the National Curriculum as a product of 

transcription (spelling and handwriting) and composition 

(articulating ideas and structuring them in speech and writing). 

Developing fluency in writing is complex because it requires the 

coordination of several processes at once (EEF).   

The ‘Simple View of Writing’ developed by Beringer et al. (2002) 

highlights 3 overarching processes that are essential to writing.  The 

more proficient children become in each of these processes, the less 

demand in placed on the working memory. 

We teach writing through a combination of instruction, collaboration, modelling and practice. 

Transcription is taught through phonics, spelling and handwriting lessons in addition to English lessons. 

Composition  is taught through grammar lessons and through highly structured English lessons based on 

high quality texts and familiar topics.   

In order for children to build fluency and confidence to communicate effectively in writing, they need to 

write often which requires motivation.  Giving children a reason to write and an audience to write for, as 

well as opportunities to write about self-chosen topics can help to build motivation and enjoyment. 

By the time they leave us, we want all children to be writing fluently and confidently; writing for purpose 

and for pleasure. 

This document sets out some of the ways that we teach writing in our school.    

 

 

‘The Simple View of Writing’ 

Beringer et al. (2002) 

https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/media/5a7de93840f0b62305b7f8ee/PRIMARY_national_curriculum_-_English_220714.pdf
https://d2tic4wvo1iusb.cloudfront.net/production/eef-guidance-reports/literacy-ks2/EEF-Improving-literacy-in-key-stage-2-report-Second-edition.pdf?v=1711455078
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Overview of Writing by Key Stage 

EYFS Overview 
Phonics: Rising Stars Rocket Phonics 
30 minutes, taught daily in year group. 

• Oral Blending: Teaching them to hear that /c/ /a/ /t/ makes "cat." 
• Grapheme-Phoneme Correspondence (GPC): Learning that the sound /s/ is represented by the letter 's'. 
• Letter Formation Teaching the correct formation of each letter as per the taught GPCs 

Identified children who have additional needs or are making progress at a slower rate than their peers take part in 
additional phonics in a small group or on a 1:1 basis. 

Handwriting: PenPals 
1. Physical Foundations (Gross and Fine Motor) 
Before a child can hold a pencil, they need strength in their shoulders, elbows, and wrists. 

• Gross Motor: Activities like "air writing" with ribbons, climbing, and sweeping the playground help 
develop the core strength needed to sit at a table. 

• Fine Motor: We use activities like threading beads, using tweezers to pick up pom-poms, or playing with 
playdough—to strengthen the tiny muscles in the hands. 

2. Mark Making 
In Reception, we value the "scribble." We encourage children to make marks in various ways to understand that 
marks carry meaning. 

• Sensory Trays: Writing letters in sand, salt, or shaving foam. 
• Role Play: Putting clipboards in the continuous provision areas so children can write lists and records 

during play. 
3. Children then move to taught handwriting every day using the PenPals handwriting scheme.   This is 
encouraged and consolidated in daily writing through modelling and feedback. 
 

Moving to Words and Sentences 
 

• Segmenting for spelling: Teaching the child to hear each sound in a word before writing the 
corresponding GPCs. 

• Tricky Words: Teaching common exception words that can't be sounded out phonetically (the, going, 
come). 

• Dictation: The teacher says a simple sentence (e.g., "The cat sat"), and the child practices their taught 
skills and knowledge to write it independently. 
 

Writing (Narrative) 

Experience 
Introduce a topic or stimulus.  All of our English units are based around quality texts (English Long-Term Plan) 

Guided writing 

Initiate 
Collaboratively gather a bank of words, 
phrases and clauses 

Model 
Model at sentence level 
Grammar or punctuation focus 

 

Enable 
Following the model, children construct 
their own sentence or sentences, 
drawing from the bank of words, 
phrases and clauses  

Independent Writing 
The most important part of Reception writing is voice. We want children to feel like authors. Even if a child only 
writes "I g t t p" (I went to the park), we celebrate it as a successful piece of communication. 
 

Prewriting activities 
Activities prior to writing that help 
children think of, and organise, their 
ideas.  Establish the purpose for writing. 

Drafting, revising, and editing 
Support children to get their ideas 
written down as a first draft which they 
can then edit and revise. 
 

Sharing 
Share, read and edit each other’s work. 

https://www.christchurchschoolskipton.org.uk/learning/our-curriculum-provision/english
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Writing (Non-fiction) 

Experience 
Topic linked to current foundation subjects (English Long-Term Plan) 

Guided writing  

Initiate 
Collaboratively gather a bank of 
features from a model text 
Collaboratively gather a bank of 
subject-specific vocabulary 

Model 
Model at sentence level 
Structure, grammar or punctuation 
focus 

 

Enable 
Following the model, children construct 
their own sentence or sentences, 
drawing from the model and bank of 
vocabulary  

Independent Writing  
The most important part of Reception writing is voice. We want children to feel like authors. Even if a child only 
writes "I g t t p" (I went to the park), we celebrate it as a successful piece of communication. 

Prewriting activities 
Activities prior to writing that help 
children think of, and organise, their 
ideas.  Establish the purpose for writing. 

Drafting, revising, and editing 
Support children to get their ideas 
written down as a first draft which they 
can then edit and revise. 

Sharing 
Share, read and edit each other’s work. 

Poetry:   
Children experience a range of poems, nursery rhymes and songs throughout the Reception year. 
…learning poems including traditional nursery rhymes such as ‘Hickory Dickory Dock’, ‘Little Jack Horner’ and ‘Baa Baa Black 
Sheep’ can also heighten children’s awareness of the individual sounds within words through alliteration, assonance and 
rhyme. For instance, because rhymes share the same end sound, they alert children to the contrast of the phonemes at the 
start of each word, as well as the repeated phonemes at the end, as in ‘dock’/ ‘clock’, ‘Horner’/‘corner’ and ‘Incy’/‘Wincy’.The 
Reading Framework p30 
 

Self-directed Writing 
At least daily opportunities for independent and self-directed writing.  Children may draw from a range of stimuli, 
including pictures, writing prompts, writing challenges or their own ideas. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.christchurchschoolskipton.org.uk/learning/our-curriculum-provision/english
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/media/664f600c05e5fe28788fc437/The_reading_framework_.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/media/664f600c05e5fe28788fc437/The_reading_framework_.pdf
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KS1 Overview 
Phonics: Rising Stars Rocket Phonics 
30 minutes, taught daily in year groups (Year 1 and Year 2) 
Identified children who have additional needs or are making progress at a slower rate than their peers take part in 
additional phonics in a small group or on a 1:1 basis. 

Handwriting: PenPals 
Children are taught / practice handwriting every day using the PenPals handwriting scheme.   This is encouraged 
and consolidated in daily writing through modelling and feedback. 
 

Grammar: Schofield and Simms 
Weekly Grammar lessons based around age related expectations in the National Curriculum 
 

Writing (Narrative) 

Experience 
Introduce a topic or stimulus.  All of our English units are based around quality texts (English Long-Term Plan) 

Guided writing 

Initiate 
Collaboratively gather a bank of words, 
phrases and clauses 

Model 
Model at sentence level 
Grammar or punctuation focus 

 

Enable 
Following the model, children construct 
their own sentence or sentences, 
drawing from the bank of words, 
phrases and clauses  

Independent Writing 
Following the guided writing unit, children apply their learning to independent writing (EEF KS1 p28-41) 

Prewriting activities 
Activities prior to writing that help 
children think of, and organise, their 
ideas.  Establish the purpose for writing. 

Drafting, revising, and editing 
Support children to get their ideas 
written down as a first draft which they 
can then edit and revise. 

Sharing 
Share, read and edit each other’s work. 

Writing (Non-fiction) 

Experience 
Topic linked to current foundation subjects (English Long-Term Plan) 

Guided writing  

Initiate 
Collaboratively gather a bank of 
features from a model text 
Collaboratively gather a bank of 
subject-specific vocabulary 

Model 
Model at sentence level 
Structure, grammar or punctuation 
focus 

 

Enable 
Following the model, children construct 
their own sentence or sentences, 
drawing from the model and bank of 
vocabulary  

Independent Writing  
Following the guided writing unit, children apply their learning to independent writing in their foundation subject 
books (EEF KS2 p28-37).  Children will practice writing for different audiences and purposes 

Prewriting activities 
Activities prior to writing that help 
children think of, and organise, their 
ideas.  Establish the purpose for writing. 

Drafting, revising, and editing 
Support children to get their ideas 
written down as a first draft which they 
can then edit and revise. 

Sharing 
Share, read and edit each other’s work. 

Poetry:  There are 2 poetry units per year  
Children learn a poem by heart, perform a poem and write their own poems  
 

Self-directed Writing 
At least weekly opportunities for independent and self-directed writing.  Children may draw from a range of 
stimuli, including pictures, writing prompts, writing challenges or their own ideas. 
 

 

 

https://www.christchurchschoolskipton.org.uk/learning/our-curriculum-provision/english
https://d2tic4wvo1iusb.cloudfront.net/production/eef-guidance-reports/literacy-ks-1/Literacy_KS1_Guidance_Report_2020.pdf?v=1711366783
https://www.christchurchschoolskipton.org.uk/learning/our-curriculum-provision/english
https://d2tic4wvo1iusb.cloudfront.net/production/eef-guidance-reports/literacy-ks2/EEF-Improving-literacy-in-key-stage-2-report-Second-edition.pdf?v=1711349444
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KS2 Overview 
Spelling: Scofield and Simms – 30 minutes x 3 a week 
Identified children who have additional needs or are making progress at a slower rate than their peers take part in additional 
phonics in a small group or on a 1:1 basis. 
Handwriting: PenPals 
Children are taught / practice handwriting every day using the PenPals handwriting scheme.   This is encouraged and 
consolidated in daily writing through modelling and feedback. 

Grammar: Schofield and Simms / Grammasaurus 
Weekly Grammar lessons based around age related expectations in the National Curriculum 

 

Writing (Narrative) There are 5 narrative units / year 

Experience 
Introduce a topic or stimulus.  All of our narrative units are based around quality texts (English Long-Term Plan) 

Guided writing  

Initiate 
Collaboratively gather a bank of words, 
phrases and clauses 

Model 
Model at sentence level 
Grammar or punctuation focus 

 

Enable 
Following the model, children construct 
their own sentence or sentences, 
drawing from the bank of words, 
phrases and clauses  

Independent Writing  
Following the guided writing unit, children apply their learning to independent writing (See EEF KS2 p28-37) 

Planning 
(Text level) 
Establish the purpose 
Generate ideas, set 
goals, gather 
information 

Drafting 
First draft: write down 
key ideas, set out a 
structure for writing. 

Revising 
Make changes in light 
of feedback and self-
evaluation. 

Editing 
Make changes to 
ensure writing is 
accurate and 
coherent, check 
spelling and grammar 

Publishing 
Present work for the 
target audience to 
read. 

Writing (Non-fiction) There are 5 non-fiction units / year 

Experience 
Topic linked to current foundation subjects (English Long-Term Plan) 

Guided writing  

Initiate 
Collaboratively gather a bank of 
features from a model text 
Collaboratively gather a bank of 
subject-specific vocabulary 

Model 
Model at sentence level 
Structure, grammar or punctuation 
focus 

 

Enable 
Following the model, children construct 
their own sentence or sentences, 
drawing from the model and bank of 
vocabulary  

Independent Writing  
Following the guided writing unit, children apply their learning to independent writing in their foundation subject books (See 
EEF KS2 p28-37).  Children will practice writing for different audiences and purposes, for example, to describe, narrate, 
explain, instruct, give and respond to information, and argue 

Planning 
(Text level) 
Establish the purpose 
Generate ideas, set 
goals, gather 
information 

Drafting 
First draft: write down 
key ideas, set out a 
structure for writing. 

Revising 
Make changes in light 
of feedback and self-
evaluation. 

Editing 
Make changes to 
ensure writing is 
accurate and 
coherent, check 
spelling and grammar 

Publishing 
Present work for the 
target audience to 
read. 

Poetry:  There are 2 poetry units per year  
Children learn a poem by heart, perform a poem and write their own poems  
 

Self-directed Writing 
Weekly opportunities for independent and self-directed writing.  Children may draw from a range of stimuli, including 

pictures, writing prompts, writing challenges or their own ideas. 
 

 

https://www.christchurchschoolskipton.org.uk/learning/our-curriculum-provision/english
https://d2tic4wvo1iusb.cloudfront.net/production/eef-guidance-reports/literacy-ks2/EEF-Improving-literacy-in-key-stage-2-report-Second-edition.pdf?v=1711349444
https://www.christchurchschoolskipton.org.uk/learning/our-curriculum-provision/english
https://d2tic4wvo1iusb.cloudfront.net/production/eef-guidance-reports/literacy-ks2/EEF-Improving-literacy-in-key-stage-2-report-Second-edition.pdf?v=1711349444
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Phonics 

We teach phonics using Rising Stars Rocket Phonics. 

All children in Reception and Key Stage 1 take part in a daily 

phonics lesson where they learn to recognise, identify, say and 

read all of the 44 sounds of the English language along with writing and spelling them. 

Children learn to segment words into phonemes and to make words by writing letters 

for phonemes. As they work through the scheme, they learn a wider range of spelling 

alternatives and apply these to their writing. 

Spelling 

According to EEF guidance, fast and accurate spelling of an extensive vocabulary is a key component of writing 

fluency and spelling should be actively taught, not just tested. Children in Key stage 2 continue to have spelling 

lessons 3 x a week.   

Phonic knowledge continues to underpin spelling in Key Stage 2, however pupils increasingly begin to understand 

the role of morphology and etymology in spelling.  Morphology is the study of the parts of words and how they are 

put together to create meaning, for example adding a suffix or a prefix to change the meaning of a word (help – 

helpful – unhelpful). Etymology is concerned with word origins and definitions and how they have developed over 

time.  Spelling is taught in line with the National Curriculum.  We use resources from Schofield and Simms to support 

our teaching of spelling. 

Handwriting  

Teaching accurate letter formation is essential to improving the 

quality and fluency of pupil’s handwriting (EEF). 

We use Penpals for Handwriting in weekly handwriting lessons.  

Penpals offers clear progression through five developmental stages: physical 

preparation for handwriting; securing correct letter formation; beginning to join along, 

securing the joins and practicing speed, fluency and developing a personal style.  

Alongside the teaching of handwriting, we encourage children to apply their the skills 

they have learned  to all of their writing.  

Grammar 

Grammar is taught as both a discrete lesson and as part of English lessons. 

Grammar lessons take place weekly using the Schofield and Simms Grammar scheme.  This ensures that children are 

taught the whole grammar curriculum at the appropriate time for their age and stage.   

Narrative writing is taught using the structure of the Jane Considine writing units, based around quality texts and 

non-fiction units are based around curriculum topics and experience days.  Children encounter at least one narrative 

and at least one non-fiction unit every half term.  Each lesson has a grammar and/or punctuation focus, appropriate 

to the genre. which is discussed and modelled as part of guided writing.   This serves as consolidation and adds 

further context to the taught grammar lessons, helping children to apply their learning to their written work. 

 

 

https://d2tic4wvo1iusb.cloudfront.net/production/eef-guidance-reports/literacy-ks2/EEF-Improving-literacy-in-key-stage-2-report-Second-edition.pdf?v=1711455078
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/media/5a7ccc06ed915d63cc65ce61/English_Appendix_1_-_Spelling.pdf
https://d2tic4wvo1iusb.cloudfront.net/production/eef-guidance-reports/literacy-ks2/EEF-Improving-literacy-in-key-stage-2-report-Second-edition.pdf?v=1711455078
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Writing (Narrative) 

Step 1: Experience 

All of our narrative writing units are based around quality texts.  These are listed on our English Long-Term Plan 

which is published on the school website. 

At the beginning, and sometimes during a narrative writing unit, children will take part in experience days.  These are 

immersive experiences that help children to begin to generate ideas, vocabulary and motivation.  Experience days 

may take the form of trips, visitors, craft activities, drama and role play, circle time or investigations. 

Step 2: Guided Writing 

Writing instruction is based on The Write Stuff approach by Jane Considine.  This is a highly structured approach that 

supports children to apply basic skills, vocabulary and grammar knowledge to write effective sentences through 

collaboration, modelling and application. 

Individual lessons are broken into 3 learning chunks and each learning chunk consists of 3 components: 

Initiate: Children collaboratively gather a bank of words, phrases and clauses.  In Key Stage 1, these are collected in a 

class list.  In Key Stage 2, children record them in their English books on the left-hand page of a double page spread.  

This is so that they can refer to them when writing their own sentences. 

Model: The teacher models writing a sentence, including the grammar or punctuation focus for the learning chunk 

and drawing from the bank of words, phrases and clauses that has been generated in the initiate phase.  The 

modelled sentences are displayed and added to each day, building towards a whole-text model. 

Enable: Children write their own sentences, using the model as a guide.  In Key Stage 2, they write their sentences 

on the right-hand page, drawing on their bank of words, phrases and clauses.  They are given opportunity to ‘deepen 

the moment’ by extending the sentence or paragraph using their own ideas and sentence writing knowledge. 

Step 3: Independent Writing 

Following the guided writing sessions, children are challenged to develop their own piece of independent writing.  

This is linked to their guided writing unit, for example, writing a new chapter, adding a new twist.   

They should be clear on the purpose of their writing and how this will be shared – see ‘Writing for different 

audiences and purposes’ below. 

Children are supported to develop strategies withing a five-stage writing process which consists of: 

Pre-writing / Planning: Generate ideas, set goals, gather information.  Example strategies - graphic organisers, story 

maps, drama 

Drafting: Write down key ideas, set out a structure for writing.  This is the first draft.  Example strategies – success 

criteria, checklist 

Revising: Make changes in light of feedback and self-evaluation. Example strategies – prompt questions from 

teacher, child’s reflections from checklist, revision flap to improve sentences and paragraphs 

Editing: Ensure writing is accurate and coherent, check spelling and grammar. Example strategies – marking policy 

for spelling and grammar, children check by reading aloud, dictionaries 

Sharing/Publishing: Present work for the target audience to read.  Example strategies – see ‘Writing for different 

audiences and purposes’ below 

As children become more experienced writers, they begin to choose and apply these strategies more independently 

https://www.christchurchschoolskipton.org.uk/learning/our-curriculum-provision/english
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Writing (Non-fiction) 

Step 1: Experience 

Non-fiction writing is based around children’s learning in other areas of the curriculum, for example geography, 

history, art or science.  This enables them to write about a subject that they already have some knowledge of, 

allowing them to focus more on their writing. 

Step 2: Guided Writing 

In this step, writing instruction mirrors the teaching sequences of the narrative units.  This enables children to learn 

and practice the skills they need to communicate their ideas in writing. 

Initiate: Collaboratively gather a bank of subject-specific vocabulary, and features.  In Key Stage 1, these are 

collected in a class list.  In Key Stage 2, children record them in their English books on the left-hand page of a double 

page spread.  This is so that they can refer to them when writing their own sentences. 

Model: The teacher models writing a sentence, including the grammar or punctuation focus for the learning chunk 

and drawing from the bank of features, words, phrases and clauses that has been generated in the initiate phase.  

The modelled sentences are displayed and added to each day, building towards a whole-text model. 

Enable: Children write their own sentences, using the model as a guide.  In Key Stage 2, they write their sentences 

on the right-hand page, drawing on their bank of features, words, phrases and clauses.  They are given opportunity 

to ‘deepen the moment’ by extending the sentence or paragraph using their own ideas and sentence writing 

knowledge. 

Step 3: Independent Writing 

Following the guided writing sessions, children are challenged to develop their own piece of independent writing.  

They should be clear about the purpose of their writing and how this will be shared – see ‘Writing for different 

audiences and purposes’ below. 

Children are supported to develop strategies withing a five-stage writing process which consists of: 

Pre-writing / Planning: Generate ideas, set goals, gather information.  Example strategies - graphic organisers, story 

maps, drama 

Drafting: Write down key ideas, set out a structure for writing.  This is the first draft.  Example strategies – success 

criteria, checklist 

Revising: Make changes in light of feedback and self-evaluation. Example strategies – prompt questions from 

teacher, child’s reflections from checklist, revision flap to improve sentences and paragraphs 

Editing: Ensure writing is accurate and coherent, check spelling and grammar. Example strategies – marking policy 

for spelling and grammar, children check by reading aloud, dictionaries 

Sharing/Publishing: Present work for the target audience to read.  Example strategies – see ‘Writing for different 

audiences and purposes’ below 

As with narrative writing, as children become more experienced writers, they begin to choose and apply these 

strategies more independently. 
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Writing for different audiences and purposes 

Giving pupils a reason to write—and someone to write for—can support effective writing and provide opportunities 

to teach pupils how to adapt their writing for different audiences and purposes - EEF Improving Literacy in KS2 

Summary of recommendations 

The National Curriculum focuses on writing for different purposes: ‘to describe, narrate, explain, instruct, give and 

respond to information, and argue’.  Different text-types are selected in the English Long-Term Plan in order to help 

them achieve this.  

Before children begin their independent writing, they establish the purpose for writing and agree how this will be 

shared.  

Examples: 

Share with peers  

Read to younger children 

Present in assembly 

Display in school 

Publish in a class book  

Make available in the school library 

Send to the headteacher 

Share at home  

Send to an author / publisher that inspired the work 

Send to the local newspaper 

Send to a local shop or business 

Send to a local counsellor or politician  

 

Poetry 

There is a body of evidence that suggests engaging with poetry can have benefits for mental health, cultural 

awareness and self-expression (DfE 2021).  Children read and listen to poetry as part of our reading strategy and are 

also given opportunities to write poetry in the curriculum.  

 

At Key Stage 1, pupils are taught to develop pleasure in reading, motivation to read, vocabulary and understanding 

by listening to, discussing, and expressing views about a wide range of contemporary and classic poetry at a level 

beyond that at which they can read independently.  They learn to recognise simple recurring literary language in 

stories and poetry and begin to write poetry. 

At Key Stage 2, pupils listen to and discuss a wider range of poetry.  They recognise some different forms of poetry, 

read aloud a wider range of poetry with accuracy and at a reasonable speaking pace and learn a wider range of 

poetry by heart. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://d2tic4wvo1iusb.cloudfront.net/production/eef-guidance-reports/literacy-ks2/EEF-KS2-lit-2nd-Recommendations-poster.pdf?v=1711349444
https://d2tic4wvo1iusb.cloudfront.net/production/eef-guidance-reports/literacy-ks2/EEF-KS2-lit-2nd-Recommendations-poster.pdf?v=1711349444
https://www.christchurchschoolskipton.org.uk/learning/our-curriculum-provision/english
https://educationhub.blog.gov.uk/2021/10/07/national-poetry-day-poetry-on-the-curriculum/


 
 

 

Christ Church C of E Primary School 
 
 
 

 

Our Vision is for our children to experience ‘Life in all its fullness’ (John 10:10).  
Following the Christian inspiration of Jesus, our children will flourish and enable others to grow. Our school will be a place where aspiration and hope 
enable the growth of knowledge, wisdom and skills. Our children will feel good about themselves, enjoy learning and achieving and become positive 
members of the community. 

 

Friendship 
Wisdom 

Endurance 
Hope 

Koinonia 

 

 

 

 

 

 

        

Writing at Christ Church C of E Primary School 

 


